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WHAT WE DO
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Improving health through the power of law:

• Eliminate commercial tobacco
• Promote healthy food & physical activity
• Support Tribal public health policy
• Advance climate justice



LEGAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
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Legal Research

Policy Development, Implementation, Defense

Publications

Trainings

Direct Representation

Lobby
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WEBINAR OVERVIEW
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• Health Harms from Burning Tobacco and Gas
• What the Industries Knew 
• The Coverups and Deceptive Campaigns 
• Policy Solutions



GAS APPLIANCES AND HEALTH
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NO2 AND KIDS
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• 42% increased risk of asthma symptoms for kids in homes with gas stoves
• Gas stoves responsible for 12.7% of U.S. childhood asthma cases 
• Similar to asthma risk of kids living with a smoker

Source: RMI (2020)

https://rmi.org/insight/gas-stoves-pollution-health/
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BENZENE POLLUTION RESEARCH

Stanford Study (2023)
• Found benzene in all stoves 

tested across California

• 45 minutes of a burner or oven 
at 350 degrees > standards

• Benzene exceeded 
secondhand smoke levels in 
some cases
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• Gas leakage from stoves and 
ovens not in use can result in 
indoor benzene concentrations 
comparable to secondhand 
tobacco smoke

• Exceeding health standards

California Study (2022)
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HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS
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American Medical Association



WHAT THE INDUSTRIES KNEW

Tobacco
• Researchers knew smoking 

caused cancer as early as 1928 

• By the 1960s, internal 
documents show tobacco 
companies own researchers 
admitted cancer relationship

Gas
• Researchers found health 

impacts from gas appliances in 
1970s

• By the 1980s, gas industry knew 
of indoor air pollution harm from 
gas appliances 
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WHAT THE INDUSTRIES KNEW

Tobacco
R.J. Reynolds scientist (1962): 

“The results of 34 different 
statistical studies show that 
cigarette smoking increases the 
risk of developing lung cancer. 
Many authorities believe the 
relationship to be one of cause-
and-effect.”

Gas
American Gas Assn. exec (2020):

“[G]as cooking does generate 
indoor air emissions of 
contaminants … [I]t’s not an issue 
that’s going to be easy to paper
over, because... these products do 
have emissions.”
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PR CAMPAIGNS & MARKETING TO KIDS

Tobacco Gas
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FUNDING BIASED RESEARCH

Tobacco Gas
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AVOIDING SAFER PRODUCT DESIGN

Tobacco Gas
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FRONT GROUPS & RACIAL WEDGES

Tobacco Gas
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PREEMPTION & ANTI-HEALTH LAWSUITS

Tobacco  
“While we’re not married to any 
particular form of preemption 
language, we’re dead serious 
about achieving preemption in all 
50 states.”

– Phillip Morris government
 affairs director

Gas
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HUD PETITION
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• Petitioned HUD in October 2022 
to phase out gas appliances 

• HUD obligations: 
– “free of hazardous materials 

[and] toxic chemicals and 
gasses.”

– “decent, safe, sanitary and in 
good repair”



BUILDING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
WHAT IS A BPS? 
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• Set targets for existing buildings to reduce energy use 
or GHG emissions by set deadlines

• Adopted by 4 states (CO, OR, MD, WA)
– Commitments from 8 more: 

 (CA, CT, HI, MA, ME, NY, PA, RI)

• 8 Cities/ Counties:  Denver, St Louis, 
Boston, Washington D.C., NYC 
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OTHER ELECTRIFICATION POLICY OPTIONS
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• All electric new construction – nearly 100 cities require
– Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, Denver, San Francisco, Washington D.C.

• Updated building codes 
– Prescriptive or performance requirements

• Clean heat standards 
• Target air emissions 

– e.g. NYC’s approach limiting carbon dioxide emissions from new buildings

• Target gas infrastructure
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WE’RE HERE TO HELP!
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• Preemption questions 

• Assessing policy options by 
jurisdiction 

• Legal technical assistance on 
ordinance design



CONTACT US

31

651.290.7506

publichealthlawcenter@mitchellhamline.edu

www.publichealthlawcenter.org

@phealthlawctr

facebook.com/publichealthlawcenter

@publichealthlawcenter
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http://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/
http://www.twitter.com/phealthlawctr
http://www.facebook.com/publichealthlawcenter
https://www.instagram.com/publichealthlawcenter/
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